
17th Annual ADHD and Related Concerns Conference – Biographies  

 

Keynote Speakers 

Ronald Kent, M.D. 

Dr. Kent has been in practice since 1981 and joined Hattiesburg Clinic in 1997. Dr. Kent received 

his medical degree from the University of Mississippi School of Medicine in Jackson. He 

completed an internship and residency at the University of Mississippi Medical Center. He is 

certified by the American Board of Pediatrics. He has a special interest in patients with 

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder. Dr. Kent and his wife Anne, have three children, Emily 

(and Troy), James (and Jessica) and Grace. He is a member of Temple Baptist. In his spare time, 

he enjoys woodworking, gardening, playing with his grandchildren. 

Disclosure Statement: Dr. Kent is employed by Connections Hattiesburg Clinic and receives 

salary for employment. There is no other financial or non-financial relationship with 

Connections Hattiesburg Clinic. 

 

Breakout Session Speakers 

Leah Claire Bennett, Ph.D. 

Dr. Leah Claire Bennett is a licensed psychologist with Pine Grove Behavioral Health & Addiction 
Services, where she serves as the organization’s Clinical Operations Director. In this role, she 
provides clinical direction and supervision for Pine Grove’s addiction treatment programs 
including the Women’s Center, Legacy, Gratitude, and Next Step. Dr. Bennett also oversees Pine 
Grove’s professional treatment programs, including the Professional Enhancement Program, 
known as PEP, and Pine Grove’s Professionals Recovery Track, which is designed for the 
organization’s addiction treatment patients who hold a professional license. She earned her 
undergraduate degree in Psychology from Baylor University in Waco, TX and her Master’s and 
Doctorate degrees in Counseling Psychology from The University of Southern Mississippi in 
Hattiesburg, MS. Dr. Bennett has worked with the Professional Enhancement Program since 
2005 where the focus is working with professionals with vocational and relational issues, 
maladaptive personality problems, addiction, disruptive workplace behavior and sexual issues. 
Dr. Bennett’s primary focus is to help patients who have struggled in a variety of ways live their 
lives in a manner where they are able to engage at their highest potential. 
 

Disclosure Statement: No financial or non-financial relationships exist. 

 

Nicole Briceno, M.S. 



Nicole coordinates the Mississippi Early Childhood Inclusion Center (MECIC) credential 

programs and develops curriculum used in training and technical assistance. She mentors staff 

to promote best practices and disseminates MECIC activities in state and national conferences. 

Mrs. Briceno is an Adjunct Professor at the University of Southern Mississippi. 

Disclosure Statement: No financial or non-financial relationships exist. 

 

Jayda Brantley, CALT, LDT 

Jayda Brantley is an Intervention Specialist with the Mississippi Department of Education. Jayda 

received her Bachelor of Science and Master of Science, in Education from Mississippi State 

University and she earned a Master of Arts degree in Dyslexia Therapy from Mississippi College. 

Prior to joining MDE she served as a dyslexia therapist, school interventionist and classroom 

teacher having served students in grades K-12, as well as adults. Jayda is also a Certified 

Academic Language Therapist with experience serving both general education students and 

special education students. She resides in Rankin County with her husband, Marty, and three 

children, Bailey, Cade, and Bennett. 

Disclosure Statement: No financial or non-financial relationships exist. 

 

Amber Dufrene, B.S.  

Amber received her Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology from Creighton University in 2003. She 

attended graduate programming at Mississippi State School Psychology program as a Non-

Matriculating Student. Immediately she began consulting as an independent contractor in 

surrounding school districts and homes. Focusing on with children intellectual and 

developmental disabilities in the school system. Began receiving referrals in the Hattiesburg and 

greater area to work with children with pervasive developmental disorders, mood disorders, and 

ADHD. Amber founded three no-profit agencies serving both children and adults with 

developmental and intellectual disabilities. The intent of this service is to provide the behavioral 

intervention and support necessary to successfully maintain each child in his/her home or 

community. The goal is to provide a degree of behavioral care and supervision in the home 

community setting that is appropriate to children discharged from a more restrictive setting, or 

as an alternative to a more restrictive setting. All treatment, care and support services 

coordinated with the client’s psychiatry, psychology, and/or medical care providers. 

Disclosure statement: No financial or non-financial relationships exists. 

 

Brad Dufrene, Ph.D. 



Dr. Brad A. Dufrene is a Professor of Psychology at The University of Southern Mississippi. He has 

expertise in school and pediatric psychology as well as applied behavioral analysis. He is licensed 

to practice psychology in the state of Mississippi. In addition to conducting research and teaching 

at USM, he has provided consultation services to schools, Head Start centers, and mental 

agencies for more than 15 years. Dr. Dufrene’s primary area of research includes prevention of 

emotional and behavioral disorders in pediatric populations.  

Disclosure statement: No financial or non-financial relationships exists. 

 

Donna George, Ed. S., CALT, QI 

Donna is a graduate of the Mississippi College Dyslexia Therapy Program and holds a Specialist 

in Education in Educational Leadership from William Carey University. She has served as a 

Dyslexia Therapist, Director of Curriculum and Instruction, and is currently the Principal of the 

3-D School in Petal, MS. 

Disclosure statement: No financial or non-financial relationships exists. 

 

 

Melanie Hamm, BSN, MSN, CPN, CMHS 

Melanie Hamm joined the Connections team in 2009. She received her Bachelor of Science in 

Nursing from The University of Southern Mississippi. She received her Master’s degree in nursing 

from the University of South Alabama in Mobile, AL. Mrs. Hamm is a Pediatric Primary Care 

Mental Health Specialist and is a member of the National Association of Pediatric Nurse 

Practitioners. She is married to Mr. Josh Hamm, LPC at Connections, and they have on child, 

Jenna. They attend Venture Church. 

Disclosure Statement: Melanie Hamm is employed by Connections Hattiesburg Clinic and 

receives salary for employment. There is no other financial or non-financial relationship with 

Connections Hattiesburg Clinic. 

 

Cena Holifield, Ph.D., CALT-QI 

Dr. Holifield has served children with dyslexia for the past fifteen years. She is Assistant Professor 

at William Carey University where she serves as program director and instructor of the Master’s 

Degree in Dyslexia Therapy. IN 2008, she co-founded Dynamic Dyslexia Design; The 3-D School 

located in Petal, MS where she currently serves as executive director. She holds a Ph.D. in 

Educational Leadership and Administration and Master’s of Education Degrees in Dyslexia 



Therapy and Elementary Education. She is a nationally Certified Academic Language Therapist 

and Qualified Instructor. 

Disclosure statement: No financial or non-financial relationships exists. 

 

Ashley Holford, M.S., LCSW 

Ashely Holford is a therapist with Pine Grove Outpatient Services where she works with adults 

and adolescents providing outpatient individual therapy. She is also the Program Coordinator for 

the Employee Assistance Program for Forrest General Hospital. Ashely has presented at multiple 

conferences over the years on a variety of mental health topics. Ashley obtained her 

undergraduate degree from the University of Mississippi and her graduate degree in Social Work 

from The University of Southern Mississippi. 

Disclosure statement: No financial or non-financial relationships exists. 

 

Felicia Johnson, M.S.  

Felicia Johnson has been active in education for 27 years. As a teacher, she loved teaching 

students who were at both ends of the learning continuum. As a principal, Felicia led her high-

poverty and predominately African American school to out-scoring their more affluent peers in 

neighboring schools and outgrowing the state’s growth index. She has received such awards as 

Hattiesburg JAYCEE’s Most Outstanding Young Educator, Patsy Van Slyke Teacher of Excellence 

Award, and Who’s Who Among American Educators. She is the owner and lead consultant of 

Triumph Educational Consulting. She serves in-person in eight states and two countries., and her 

on-line professional development services allow her to serve world-wide. She is the author of 

The Juggling Teacher: 30 Plus Classroom Management Strategies, Teach by Faith Educator’s 

Devotional, Words and Strokes writing curriculum, Thirteen Words Every Graduate Should 

Embrace, and over 100 Core Curricular Ties. She is the developer of Extreme Makeover: School 

Edition and Report Pen for Principals. 

Disclosure statement: No financial or non-financial relationships exists. 

 

Tammara Jordan, M.S., CCC-SLP 

Tammy Jordan has over 23 years of experience working with children and adults. Her passion is 

kindergarten readiness. She believes that kindergarten preparation begins at age two, and early 

intervention is the key to a successful kindergarten experience. 



Disclosure Statement: Tammy Jordan is employed by Connections Hattiesburg Clinic and 

receives salary for employment. There is no other financial or non-financial relationship with 

Connections Hattiesburg Clinic. 

 

James Kent, Ph.D. 

James Kent joined Connections in August 2016 after completing his pre-doctoral internship at 

the Southern Louisiana Internship Consortium.  James has (OR will complete – August 2018) a 

doctoral degree in clinical psychology Wheaton College in Wheaton, Illinois.  He works with 

individuals 12 years old and older, families and couples on a variety of difficulties and concerns.  

He enjoys spending time with his wife, Jessica, and children Covington (6), Wylder (4), and 

Roman (2) and Ellie (6 months) and outdoor activities. 

Disclosure Statement: James Kent is employed by Connections Hattiesburg Clinic and receives 

salary for employment. There is no other financial or non-financial relationship with 

Connections Hattiesburg Clinic. 

 

Sally Moody, LCSW 

Sally is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker working with Pine Grove Behavioral Health and Addiction 

Services in Hattiesburg, MS. She received her undergraduate degree in Social Work from 

Mississippi College in Clinton, MS and Master’s degree in Social Work from the University of 

Denver, CO. Mrs. Moody’s career has been marked by work in the field of addiction, as well as 

working with medical professionals. Her early career included chemical dependency case 

management, then as a Clinician with the Colorado Physician Health Program. She began working 

at Pine Grove in 2012, where she has worked as a Clinical Therapist with the Legacy Program, as 

well as the Professional Enhancement Program (PEP). Since late 2017, she has worked as PEP’s 

Clinical Director.  

Disclosure statement: No financial or non-financial relationships exists. 

 

Carrie Morgan, Ph.D. 

Dr. Morgan is licensed by the Mississippi Board of Psychology and specializes in academic and 

behavioral assessment and intervention of childhood psychological disorders, including 

Attention-Deficit/Hyperactive Disorder, autism, developmental disorders, and learning 

problems. She joined the Connections group in 2013. 



Disclosure Statement: Carrie Morgan is employed by Connections Hattiesburg Clinic and 

receives salary for employment. There is no other financial or non-financial relationship with 

Connections Hattiesburg Clinic. 

 

Alison Patrolia, CVT, SDC 

Alison Patrolia is training director for Hub City Service Dogs. As training director, she works to 

provide personalized, task-based service dogs to clients with psychiatric and medical 

disabilities. In November 2019, she became the first Certified Service Dog Coach in Mississippi. 

Disclosure statement: No financial or non-financial relationships exists. 

 

Kathleen Ramsey, M.A. 

Kathleen Ramsey is a clinical psychology doctoral student at USM. She is a member of the 

Childhood Neurodevelopmental Disorders Lab, which conducts research examining 

risk/resilience factors of externalizing behaviors in children and adolescents and how to 

augment intervention and prevention efforts for these youths. 

Disclosure statement: No financial or non-financial relationships exists. 

 

Missy Schraeder, Ph.D. 

Schraeder is Director at the DuBard School for Language Disorders. She is a nationally certified 

speech-language pathologist, Certified Academic Language Therapist and Qualified Instructor, 

and Structured Literacy Dyslexia Specialist. She has presented at national conferences in the 

areas of oral and written language disorders/dyslexia, multisensory instruction, and apraxia of 

speech. 

Disclosure statement: No financial or non-financial relationships exists. 

 

Jonathan Shook, M.D. 

Dr. Shook has been practicing pediatrics at Hattiesburg Clinic since 2006, and he has been a 

dedicated advocate for children’s health. Through his experience as a pediatrician as well as a 

father of 4 children of his own, Dr. Shook has developed a passion for helping children with 

learning and attention challenges. 



Disclosure Statement: Dr. Shook is employed by Connections Hattiesburg Clinic and receives 

salary for employment. There is no other financial or non-financial relationship with 

Connections Hattiesburg Clinic. 

 

Melissa Smith, FNP-PC 

Melissa Smith received her Bachelor of Science in nursing from The University of Southern 

Mississippi. She later received a Master of Science and Family Nurse Practitioner degree from 

The University of South Alabama. Mrs. Smith joined the Connections Clinic team in 2011. She 

lives in Ellisville with her husband of 28 years and three daughters. Hobbies include spending 

time with family and taking naps. 

Disclosure Statement: Melissa Smith is employed by Connections Hattiesburg Clinic and 

receives salary for employment. There is no other financial or non-financial relationship with 

Connections Hattiesburg Clinic. 

Alicia B. Swann, M.C.D, CCC-A, F/AAA, ABA Certified 

Alicia Swann is a board-certified educational audiologist with specialized training in the 

evaluation of central auditory function. Alicia has 23 years of experience working with children 

with auditory processing disorder (APD). Her passion for helping children with listening 

comprehension problems led to the development of Auditory Processing Center, LLC, in Clinton, 

MS, a private practice specializing in assessment and treatment of auditory processing disorder 

(APD) and auditory training therapy. In addition to evaluation and intervention for children and 

adults with APD, her areas of expertise include, developing listening and spoken language skills 

in children with communication disorders and auditory therapy for cochlear implant recipients 

and hearing aid users. Before going into private practice, she served as Audiology Director in a 

specialized school for children with hearing impairment, APD, and language disorders, and 

developed auditory curriculums for listening skill development and auditory processing 

intervention. She received her M.C.D. in Audiology from Auburn University, and is a certified 

member of the American Speech-Language Hearing Association (ASHA), Board Certified in 

Audiology through the American Board of Audiology, a Fellow of the American Academy of 

Audiology, a licensed Audiologist by the Mississippi State Board of Health, a licensed Audiology 

Educator by the Mississippi Department of Education, and is an active member of the 

International Guild of Auditory Processing Specialists. She has co-authored two research articles 

published in the International Journal of Audiology on diagnosis of amblyaudia (lazy ear) and 

the effectiveness of Auditory Rehabilitation for Interaural Asymmetry (ARIA) for treatment of 

amblyaudia. Alicia presents nationally on Auditory Processing Disorder, and frequently provides 

consultations, in-services, and presentations for professional organizations. 

Disclosure statement: No financial or non-financial relationships exists. 

 



Cathryne Wells, M.S., CCC-SLP 

Cathryne joined Connections in 2010. With a master’s degree from the University of Southern 

Mississippi in Speech-Language Pathology, Cathryne has worked with students since 1991 in 

both private practice and in the public school setting.  She has evaluated hundreds of students 

for dyslexia. Cathryne and her husband, Mitch, have two grown children with families of their 

own, including three grandchildren. Cathryne enjoys spending time with her family, SPIN class, 

and leading Bible studies. 

Disclosure Statement: Cathryne Wells is employed by Connections Hattiesburg Clinic and 

receives salary for employment. There is no other financial or non-financial relationship with 

Connections Hattiesburg Clinic. 

 

Alison Webster, MS, CCC-SLP, CALT, C-SLDS 

Alison Webster is the professional development coordinator at the DuBard School for Language 

Disorders. She is a nationally certified speech-language pathologist, certified academic language 

therapist, and structured literacy specialist. She holds Mississippi licensure in Speech-Language 

Pathology ad an endorsement in Mild to Moderate Disabilities in Special Education. 

Disclosure statement: No financial or non-financial relationships exists. 

 

Alicia Westbrook, Ph.D. 

Alicia directs the Mississippi Early Childhood Inclusion Center (MECIC) and is a member of the 

PEDS diagnostic team.  Dr. Westbrook leads MECIC’s research efforts, serves as the Inclusive 

Classroom Profile Assessor, and disseminates program activities nationally. Dr. Westbrook is an 

Adjunct Professor at The University of Southern Mississippi. 

Disclosure statement: No financial or non-financial relationships exists. 

 

Mark Yeager, Ph.D. 

Dr. Mark Yeager, coordinator of special education at William Carey University, has been involved 

in autism education for more than 30 years. Before joining WCU, Yeager spent 21 years in the 

mental health field and seven years as a classroom teacher. In addition, he is in demand as a 

speaker and consultant as director of TEAAM Autism. 

Disclosure statement: No financial or non-financial relationships exists. 

 



 

 


